
Bell Vista Avenue and Bob Ruud Memorial Highway 
Nevada Federal Lands Access Program (NFLAP)  

Public Interest Discussion 
 

Nye County wishes to gather public interest comments regarding our recent NFLAP applications 

for a grant funded project that has been shortlisted for further review by NFLAP and possible 

award from federal funds.  In March of 2020, the Nye County Department of Public Works 

submitted two applications for federal grant funding for two road sections which qualify for this 

grant opportunity.  Those two candidates are Bell Vista Avenue from State Hwy 160 to Warren 

Street and Bob Ruud Memorial Hwy from Warren Street to California state line.  This particular 

grant solely provides funding opportunities for infrastructure which provides direct access to 

federal lands.   

On May 6, 2020, we learned that both project scopes for a total of 20.6 miles of roadway 

improvements, was put on the short list to be considered for the grant money.  The rehabilitation 

and improvements of these roadways is currently projected by NFLAP to be 24.8 million dollars 

including engineering and construction and the escalation of construction costs to the actual 

program year anticipated to be 2024.  Nye County is required to provide a 5% match contribution 

of 1.3 million dollars in order to receive the 23.5 million dollar grant.  If ultimately awarded, 

construction is likely to begin in 2024. The purpose of the project is not only to improve Nye 

County roadways but was qualified for this grant by improving access to the Ash Meadows 

National Wildlife Refuge and Death Valley National Park. 

The NFLAP staff that we have been in contact with thus far has detailed to us that the Bob Ruud 

Memorial Highway application is a priority to them but both project scopes are being considered.  

Moving forward in the process, availability of funding after they complete the scoping phase will 

determine if NFLAP ultimately decides to award both project areas. 

This is by no means a definite yes or no to receiving the funding from NFLAP, but after years of 

our application being rejected, it has been accepted by the Nevada Program Decisions Committee. 

This is an exciting time for Nye County to be able to receive federal funding for some Nye County 

roads that are in need of rehabilitation.  This will be a benefit for Pahrump, Ash Meadows, and 

our tourism. 

In the coming months, Nye County staff will be meeting with NFLAP officials to begin the scoping 

phase of our project submittals and we will learn more.  For now, we would greatly value public 

input so that we may share it with the decisions committee and NFLAP officials moving forward.   

 




