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Arcade:  A covered passage, open on at least one side and accessible to the 
public at all times, extending along the outside wall of a building, and supported 
by arches or columns.

Awning Sign: A movable shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a 
building and of a type which can be retracted, folded or collapsed against the 
face of the supporting building. Awning signs may also be fixed.

Base: A portion of a building, composed of the first floor or up to the first two 
floors, designed to visually give the appearance of greater height than any 
single floor of the middle.

Bay: A major facade module, usually related to a structural grid that is defined 
by building columns, piers, or other vertical elements.  For the purposes of 
calculating the number of projecting signs, the minimum width of a bay shall be 
twenty (20) feet. 

Block Face: Zone lots abutting the same side of the block as the subject 
property.

DRC: Development Review Committee

EIFS: An Exterior Insulating Finish System, commonly known as ‘synthetic 
stucco’, typically composed of an expanded polystyrene board substrate 
attached to an exterior wall and finished with a fiberglass mesh and resin 
coated surface.  While relatively durable, such a system is susceptible to impact 
damage, water penetration, and fading of the color coat. 

Facade: Any exterior building elevation, extending from grade to top of parapet 
or eave, and sometimes further identified as ‘front’, ‘side’, or ‘rear’. 

Great Majority: An amount no less than fifty percent, which visually indicates a 
dominant portion.

Gross Floor Area: The sum of the gross interior horizontal areas of the floors of 
a building, measured from the exterior faces of exterior walls of each such floor.

Ground Sign: A sign supported by poles, uprights or braces extending from the 
ground or an object on the ground but not attached to any part of the building.

HPB: City of Littleton Historic Preservation Board 
 
Main Entry: An entry to a multistory building that serves the majority of the 
building above the ground floor.  Unless the building has only one story, ground 
floor tenant entries are not considered as main entries. 
 
Marquee Sign: A sign attached to, painted on, erected against, or extending 
from a marquee.

Middle: A portion of a building located above the base and below the cap. 
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Monument Sign: A freestanding sign that is detached from a building and 
having a support structure that is a solid-appearing base constructed of a 
permanent material.

Objectives (in the design standards and guidelines text): Objectives are 
provided to define goals which the standards and guidelines have been created 
to achieve.  In circumstances where the appropriateness or applicability of a 
standard or guideline is in question or under negotiation, the objective will serve 
to provide additional direction. 

Original: definition coming soon. 
 
Parking Lot: Any surface, or near surface, off-street area on private or public 
property not enclosed within a building where automobiles, vans, buses, trucks, 
or other vehicles are stored for short or long periods of times. 
 
Pedestrian Active Uses: Uses which generate pedestrian traffic such as retail, 
eating places, personal services, banks, places of substantial employment 
population, residential, hotels, public offices, cinemas and other places of 
entertainment and/or recreation. Uses which are not considered to be pedestrian 
active uses are those which typically attract few shoppers or visitors, and/or 
which have few employees, such as warehouses and industrial uses. Parking 
garages are not considered to be pedestrian active uses by themselves. 
 
Pedestrian Passage: A fully paved and maintained surface not less than five 
feet in width which provides a clear, obvious, publicly accessible connection 
between the Primary Street and the parking lot of a building.

Planned Development Overlay (PDO): definition coming soon

Pole Sign: A free-standing sign, usually double-faced, mounted on a round pole, 
square tube, or other fabricated member without any type of secondary support.

Predominant Front Setback: The average setback of buildings along a block 
face.

Primary Facade: The facade of a building oriented parallel to and facing the 
primary street.

Primary Street: A street located against the subject property that is of 
significant importance to the development of Littleton’s image, and therefore 
indicates the need for a high quality of development for facades along that edge.

Projecting Sign: A sign other than a wall sign which projects from a wall or roof 
and is supported by a wall or roof of a building.

Screen, Screening, Screen Wall: Architectural or landscape elements which 
substantially reduce the visual impact of the object(s) to be screened, or 
otherwise visually redefine, shape, or frame the object(s) to be screened into 
an architectural, landscape architectural or artistic composition.  Screening 
does not mean that an object must be completely concealed from view unless 
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expressly required in a standard or guideline.  
 
Signable Area: The facade area designated on a building’s Sign Plan as being 
an appropriate location for wall, and projecting signs, and other specifically 
allowed signs.  
 
Sign Cabinet: A sign that is self-enclosed in a typically square or rectangular 
structure and houses an internal light system for illumination of the sign face.

Sign Plan: A plan that shows the general location, type, number and size of 
anticipated signs for a building or buildings and its or their site or sites.  At the 
time that the signs will actually be provided, the design of the signs shall be 
submitted to the DRC or the Historic Preservation Board and their location, type, 
number and size be reviewed for compliance with the approved Sign Plan.  No 
building is exempt from providing a Sign Plan unless only address signage is 
contemplated.  
 
SDP: Site Development Plan

Standards (in the design standards and guidelines text): Design standards 
provide specific direction based on the stated intent.  Standards use the terms 
“shall” to indicate that compliance is required unless it can be demonstrated that 
an acceptable alternative meets one or more of the following conditions: 
• An alternative better achieves the stated intent; 
• The objective which the standard was created to address will not be 

achieved by application of the standard in a particular circumstance;  
• Unique site factors make the standard impractical or cost prohibitive; 

Street Oriented Facade: A building facade that directly abuts or faces a street, 
with an intervening parking lot, set back, or open space, and is designed to 
include a ‘good’ to ‘high quality’ architectural expression, important entries, 
signs, and/or windows. 
 
Top: A portion of a building which is architecturally treated to create a feeling of 
distinct completion or termination of the facade.

Vehicle Drop-off: Any off-street area on private or public property where 
automobiles, vans, buses, trucks, or similar vehicles stop temporarily to drop off 
passengers or goods, but do not leave the vehicle unattended for longer than 30 
minutes.

Wall Sign: A sign attached to, painted on or erected against a wall of a building 
and whose display surface is parallel to the face of the building upon which the 
sign is attached.

Window Sign: A sign which is applied or attached to the interior or a window 
only, and can be seen through the window from the exterior or the structure.
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